
For the second session of the International 
Healthcare Fellowship Program at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles, four young medi-
cal doctors were selected by the International 
Charitable FoundationɂUkraine 3000, 

In 2007, then First  First Lady of Ukraine 
Kateryna Yushchenko served as Honorary Chair 
of CAAU Ball 2007 to highlight the importance of 
ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÕÔÕÒÅ ÉÎ +ÙÉÖȢ  )Î 
her role as Chair of the Supervisory Committee for Ukraine 3000, the First Lady has ar-
ticulated her vision to build a state-of-the-art institution that will be a central source of 
medical assistance to critically ill infants and children in all regions of Ukraine.   

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Ange-
les has responded through its interest in 
international collaboration and technol-
ogy transfer to develop the International 
Healthcare Fellowship Program, in con-
junction with Ukraine 3000 and support 
from CAAU, to provide training that will 
ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÕȤ
ture in Kyiv and improve maternal and 
child healthcare outcomes.  After months 
of planning and coordination, the first 2-
week training session was held at CSMC in 
November 2008 with five Ukrainian phy-
sicians in attendance. 

For the second training session, held in 
August 2009, the four doctors were divided into two study tracks deemed essential to the 
development of the new hospital.  Dr. Valentyna Davydchuk, Dr. Vladyslav Kropelnytskyi 
and Dr. Kateryna Pekur focused on oncological hematology to build diagnostic skills that 
will guide effective treatment procedures.  Taras Tkachuk, M.D. was introduced to a vari-
ety of administrative and operational disciplines, including finance, logistics and record-
keeping. 

Charles F. Simmons, M.D., Chair of the Department of Pediatrics and principal architect of 
ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÁ ÁÔ #3-#ȟ ÓÔÒÅÓÓÅÓ Ȱ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÄÏȟ ÂÕÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÓÈÏ× 
ÔÈÅÍ ÈÏ× ×Å ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ×Å ÆÁÃÅÄȢȱ 

According to Taras Tkachuk, also an administrative executive for Ukraine 3000, plans for 
future training sessions will continue to focus on diagnosis of critical conditions and ad-
ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ  Ȱ3ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔÌÙ ÄÅÐÌÏÙ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ 
resources in a timely manner.  We also need administrative expertise to develop the infra-
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓȢȱ 

l-r: Charles F. Simmons, Kateryna Pekur, Valentyna Davidchuk, 

Taras Tkachuk, Bohdan Malaniak, Oxana Tcherniantchouk 
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We are pleased to present this 

update on a very busy year for 

CAAU. 

For current information, we invite 

you to visit our website,  

www.CAAUkraine.org 

 

Inside this issue: 

Aid to Orphans in Ukraine 2 

$ÏÒÌÁÎÄȭÓ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ $ÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ 2 

CAAU Ball 2009 3 

Aid to Seniors in Ukraine 4 

CAAU website 4 

Ukrainian Little League 5 

Wheelchairs for Ukraine 6 

Research Saves Lives 7 

CAAU Community 8 

Healthier Children  9 

Memory of Dr. Selezinka 9 

Endowment Fund 9 

Fundraising Initiatives 10 

CAAU 2009 Contributions 11 

Contribution Form 12 

California Association to Aid Ukraine 

International Healthcare Fellowship Program at CSMC 

Ukraine 3000  

l-r, First session (November 2008) participants with representatives 

of CAAU and CSMC: Tetiana Kurilina, Svitlana Donska, Taras Tkachuk, 

Bohdan Malaniak, Luba Keske, Julia Davydova, Anne Prokopovych, 



CAAU is continuing to provide support to orphans in 

Ukraine with targeted funding for specific projects.  Most 

of these projects involve education, especially the educa-

tion that can lead to higher education or training in practi-

cal skills that can lead to jobs and self-sufficiency after the 

children graduate from the orphanage.  In addition, CAAU 

has responded to emergency needs, such as building re-

pairs and basic furnishings.   

CAAU is fortunate to be affiliated with 

Col. John Kark, Ph.D., founder of the Com-

mittee to Assist Ukrainian Orphans and 

Children without Parental Care.  Col. 

Kark maintains a directory of orphan-

ages in all regions of Ukraine, conducts 

personal inspections and personally de-

livers humanitarian aid.  Col. Kark was 

the recipient of the 2007 CAAU Humani-

tarian Award. 

In 2009 Col. Kark assisted CAAU by distributing over 

$3,000 of CAAU funds to internats, needy children and 

others in Ukraine. 

Potential CAAU projects for the future include a renewed 

Eyeglasses for Orphans project by the Committee to Assist 

Ukrainian Orphans and Children without 

Parental Care, as well as internats in 

Zolochiv, Kyiv and other areas of 

Ukraine. 

During 2009, our community lost Mrs. 

Irene Polotnianka, a long-time generous 

supporter of CAAU and many other 

causes for Ukraine.  Family and friends 

donated $1,315 in memory of Mrs. Polot-

nianka.  6ÉÃÈÎÁÙÁ 0ÁÍȭÙÁÔȦ 

The presentation was made possible through the efforts of 
the American Ukrainian Medical Foundation (AUMF).  
Hon. Lubomyr Jachnycky (AUMF board member) and Dr. 
Paul Dzul (founder and president) were pleased to donate 
the copies as a part of the AUMF mission to enhance 
Ukrainian medical knowledge by publishing Ukrainian 
translations of leading American medical reference works.  

 

For more information about AUMF and its projects visit 
www.aumf.net. 

During the welcome session for the first group of Ukrain-
ian medical doctors selected by Ukraine 3000 to partici-
pate in the International Healthcare Fellowship Program 
at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in November 2008, CAAU 
presented the two-volume Ukrainian-English version of 
$ÏÒÌÁÎÄȭÓ )ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ $ÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÒÙȢ  (see photo on 
page 1)  One volume was placed in the Medical Library of 
Cedars-Sinai for the use of current an future participants 
in the Fellowship program. 

In addition, five copies were shipped to the medical insti-
tutions in Ukraine, expanding the  benefit to medical pro-
fessionals throughout Ukraine. 

CAAU Aid to Orphans in Ukraine 

5ƻǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ  
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Col. John Kark, Ph.D. (rear) with orphans and 
administrators at the internat /orphanage in 
Radomyshyl, Ukraine. 

Sewing class at the internat/orphanage in Verhknosynovydne, 

Ukraine, with sewing machines funded by CAAU. 

Children of Lviv School #1 for children with serious medical conditions 

perform with sound equipment funded by CAAU. 



Sunny skies and gentle ocean breezes during the day pre-
ceded the formal welcome of two young ladies at the 
CAAU Ball and Presentation of Debutantes on Saturday, 
February 21, 2009, at the Manhattan Beach Marriott Hotel.  
The evening featured a lively mix of traditional and inno-
vative entertainment and social activities, with the chari-
table goal to raise funds for programs to aid needy chil-
dren in Ukraine. 

The event raised over $18,000 in donations and proceeds 
to benefit programs to aid needy children in Ukraine, in-
ÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 5ËÒÁÉÎÅ σπππ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
in Kyiv, Wheelchairs for Ukraine and Orphans in Ukraine. 

Silent Auction  

!ÒÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÃÏÃËÔÁÉÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÒÓ ÄȭÏÅÕÖÒÅÓ ÁÓ 
they greeted friends in the Silent Auction Gallery.  The 
Silent Auction has become an outstanding feature at the 
annual event, with items ranging from handcrafted py-
sanky to movie DVDs.  Good-natured bidding enlivens the 
festivities and helps to raise additional funds for the chari-
table cause. 

The 2009 Silent Auction showcased a number of fine art 
ÉÔÅÍÓ ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÏÒȭÓ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÆÕÒÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ 5ËÒÁÉÎÅ σπππ 
International Charitable Foundation, through the courtesy 
of Ukraine 3000 Chairperson and then First Lady of 
Ukraine Kateryna Yushchenko. 

Presentation of the Debutantes  

After guests were seated for dinner, CAAU Chair Mrs. Luba 
Keske opened the program with welcoming remarks be-
fore turning the program over to Master of Ceremonies 
Roman Mykytyn.  Mr. Mykytyn summarized the greetings 
from First Lady of Ukraine Kateryna Yuschenko that were 
also printed in the program book.  Also serving as Chair of 
Ukraine 3000 International Charitable Foundation, Mrs. 
Yushchenko commended the dedication of the funds 
raised by the CAAU Ball to aid needy children in Ukraine. 
She brought attention to the shared goals of CAAU and 
Ukraine 3000 to improve the education, culture and 
healthcare for children in Ukraine as important compo-
nents in building the future in Ukraine. 

Mr. Mykytyn introduced guest speaker David Richard, 
Founder and President of UCP/Wheels for Humanity, who 
encourage the audience to continue financially supporting 
the Wheelchairs for Ukraine program to bring mobility 
assistance to needy children and adults in Ukraine.  For 
over twelve years volunteers for UCP/Wheels for Human-
ity have refurbished and delivered wheelchairs and other 
mobility aids to needy people around the world. 

Master of Ceremonies Roman Mykytyn was assisted by his 
Courtney Mykytyn with the introduction of each of the 
two young ladies during the Presentation of Debutantes. 

Chelsea Mudlo is an honor student in her senior year at 
Saint Monica Catholic High School who has performed in 
several musical productions at school and in the commu-
nity.  She is also an accomplished photographer whose 
photographs have appeared in Svoboda and the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Word. 

Born in Lviv, Oksana Petrechko is an honor student en-
rolled in the International Baccalaureate Program at Mo-
desto High School.  She has earned awards from the Sacra-
mento Heritage School of Ukrainian Studies and the Na-
tional Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, and is also active in various art, music, sports and 
volunteer activities in the community. 

Before dinner, all guests were invited to join in the singing 
ÏÆ Ȱ'ÏÄ "ÌÅÓÓ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 5ËÒÁÉÎÉÁÎ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÎȤ
them.  The Invocation was led by the pastors of two of the 
local church parishes, Rev. Myron Mykyta of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
Rev. Vasyl Shtelen of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church. 

The final segment of the evening included dancing to the 
ÍÕÓÉÃ ÏÆ Ȱ6ÅÃÈÉÒËÁȱ ÆÒÏÍ .Å× 9ÏÒËȟ ×ÈÏ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÔÒÁÄÉȤ
tional and contemporary Ukrainian and American favor-
ÉÔÅÓȢ  !Î ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÓÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÌÙ ȰËÏÌÏÍÅÙËÁȱ 5ËÒÁÉÎȤ
ian folk dance brought all the guests into a handclapping 
circle to enjoy and encourage the spontaneous medley of 
graceful and acrobatic steps by individuals in the center. 

CAAU Ball 2009 Raises Funds for Needy Children in Ukraine 

CAAU Board and Committee members volunteer their time and energy at 

the annual Ball and throughout the year. 

Photo Courtesy of Don Hagopian Photography 

l-r: escort Andrij Soluk, debutante Oksana Petrechko, debutante Chel-

sea Mudlo, escort Michael Zubach 

Photo courtesy of Don Hagopian Photography 
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Since Ukraine became an independent nation in 1991, the 
social and economic changes that created opportunities 
for young and resourceful individuals also adversely af-
fected seniors on fixed pensions.  Social benefits have de-
clined in real terms, and seniors have been left with less 
and less on which to survive. 

Helping the disadvantaged and socially 
vulnerable seniors in Ukraine is one of the 
ways CAAU contributes to the well-being 
of the entire population.  CAAU supports 
the development of regional organizations 
in Ukraine that have organized local pro-
grams to provide food, housing, medical 
and other services to needy seniors. 

In 2007, CAAU raised over $14,000 for needy seniors in 
Ukraine.  Following a recommendation from then Consul 
General of Ukraine in San Francisco Mykola Tochytskyi, 
CAAU contacted the Regional Director of Social Services in 
Uzhhorod, Mr. Konstantin Yavorskyi.   

#!!5 "ÁÌÌ ςππψ ÓÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÎÉÏÒÓȭ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 

in the city of Uzhhorod, located in western Ukraine, at the 
border of Slovakia and near the border with Hungary.  
This center was opened in 1993, providing meals and day-
care for 50 persons, in addition to home-based social as-
sistance.  In 1998 the services were expanded to add tem-

porary living quarters and assisted living 
facilities.  During 2007, medical services 
were added, as well as free access to the 
bakery, sewing and recreational facilities.  
CAAU is currently working with the center 
to deliver kitchen equipment to support 
their food services for needy seniors in 
Uzhhorod. 

CAAU responded to the request from the 
Uzhhorod senior center, coordinated by Mr. Yavorskyi to 
fund kitchen equipment and utensils. 

In 2009, CAAU delivered $500 to Mr. Yavorskyi for new 
project to aid seniors.  A full update will be forthcoming. 

Some of the potential projects that CAAU is currently in-

vestigating involve the Lviv Geriatric Residence and the 

senior home in Zolochiv, near Lviv Ukraine. 

CAAU is now on-line! 

For the latest information on CAAU or to make a donation, 

visit us at www.CAAUkraine.org . 

Thanks to Levko Rakowsky and Petro Maziak for volun-

ÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ #!!5ȭÓ ÏÎ-line presence. 

CAAU Aid to Needy Seniors in Ukraine 

www.CAAUkraine.org 

Mr. Konstantin Yavorskyi, Regional Director of Social Services  in 

Uzhhorord (left), documenting delivery of kitchen equipment and utensils 

to senior center. 

Ms. Anna Kotyk (center), Assistant Director of the Lviv Geriatric 

Residence, showing to CAAU representatives Irko and Anne 

Prokopovych, the garden planted by the staff of the facility 
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Helping the disadvantaged and 

socially vulnerable seniors in 

Ukraine is one of the ways that 

CAAU contributes to the well-

being of the entire population. 

 


